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“God put a rainbow in the sky as a promise of hope”

Rainbow
Network
marks

10 years

By Linda Lelcht
EUERCI B LEAOR L

The west side of Mational Av-
enite bebween Cherry and Grand
streets looked like a ribbon of
color MOMing as more
than L300 people dressed inoned,
green, yellow and blue T-shirk
carried similarly colared bal-
loons on what they called a
“Partnership Walk.™

The color and the walking
were part of the Rainbow Met-
work's 10th anniversary cele-
brathon.

“God puta rainbow in the sky
as a promise of
hope and protec-
tion,” Rainbow
Metwork founder
Esith s told
the walkers be-
fore they left Flrst
and Ca Pris-
byterian Church.
“We're that rainbow on the

w the hands and feet that
to deliver that promise.”

Jaspers, a Springficld busi-
nessman, served for several
years on the board of the Habi-
tat for Humanity Intemational.
He used many of the theories of
tleat — which provides
housin the poor &
self-help and yolunteer effort —
o establish Rainbow Network,
a faith-based ion that
wirks o rural UL

The program grew bevond
building homes to include nu-
Erition programs, community
schools and scholarships, a
health-care system and an coo-
nomic developmeont program
that provides micro-loans for
businesses.

The crowd Saturday was made

up mostly of network support-
s, many of whom have becn to
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Particlpants In the Rainbow Mebwerk's 10th anniversary Partnership Walk march dovn Chermy
Street on Saturday morning The faith-based organization helos poor people in Ricaragua,

Rainbow Network

T learn more about Rain-
biow Bebwork and the work it
does among the poor in rral
Wicaragua, call B83-E088,

Or yau may visit or wrile to
Z834 South Ave,, Springficld,
Wi 65807

Only online:

T leamn more about Ratne-
s Metwork and ifs actieities
onling, click on this story at
Hews-Leader.com

aragua, where they hrlpﬂl
l:ui:l houses, feed children,

vide medical care, I:trach {ng
wells and more, Others said they
hoped 1o go someday.

Todd and Rebecea Holman
walked around the perimeter of
the Missouri State University
campus with 16-month-old son
Ezra in his stroller.

Todd Hul.mm:llam o pastor in Bois
DiAre, where his congregation
supports the Rainbow Network

ministry, They have become avid
supponters themselves.

“We plan to go to Micaragus,”
Rebecea Holman said, as she
held asleepy Ezra

WILLINGNESE TO HELP
Churches — about 100 of

them represented Safurday —
were where most of the peu[.'nl.ﬂ

@l Ul eversl learmed about Bain-
bow Metwork and the work it
does in Micaragua,

High school students Eayla
White, Tenny Sare and Lauren
Welsh came with their chureh,
Ebenerer United Methodist

They bearmed mare aboat the

a5 they practiced their

%I Spanish with two

bowr Merwork staff mem-
bers froam Mic

Tader Mejia and Noleon Pala-
0% sat on the grass and talked
about the work they do among

g e s
of F.ﬂinbm'r"n six network of-
fices, said it is important to

share the stories of what is be-
ings dome in Nicaragua,

“Twant peophe to know it's ime
portant for the work to contin-
ue,” he said through an inter-
preter.

Palacios, originally from Ma-
grarote, spent 20 years a5 a high
school teacher in Micoragun

He saw the work Bainbow
Metwork was doing there,
cially with schools and 5
ships, and when a position
apeied in 2000 he decided he
wanted to continne helping the
young people of his hometown

InNi be is working on
the local anniversary cel
tion, which includes a fund-
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raising project within the com-
munitics where Rainbow Met-
work has projects, The goal, e
said, is to raise $10,000, “enough
5] :Ibﬁd 10,000 children for 10

days.

The event Saturday was all
about a willingness to help.
Dozens of volunteers cooked
hot doﬁ;nd SASARES, enker-
tained, led children's activities,

ized demonstrations and
handed out literarire,

Along with a 1 discussion
shout isases of faith and pover-

le spoke about the work
mmvbmwmk and the is-
sues of giving,

Miszouri Supreme Court Jus-
tice Stophen Limbaugh of Cape
Girardeau said he wvisited
Micaragua with Jaspers earlier
this year.

[unhaugh pullisd & plcture of
-:I. Micarsguan girl out of

. describing a beauri-
Ful child :ﬁ]ﬂ in the worst
poverty-he CVET £8P

“That is when I became com-
mitted to Rainbow Metwork,”
he sabd,

Former LIS, Sen. Jean Carna-
han praised Rainbow Network,
“¥ou have shown the solldarity
of God's people with the rural
poar of Micaragua, and you
have raised awareness about
the poor," she sajd.

"He who forgets the nzedy
forgets God.™




