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Assistance and Hope
to Poor in Nicaragua

People are expected to help themselves by working, repaying loans

by Kalsey Garman

Before he and his wife Karen founded
Rainbow Metwodk in 1995, Jaspers, a
Springfield husinessman, woded a5 a
Habitat for Humanity volunteer for 12
years, including two terms a5 3 boand
mcmber, For the first five years, the

Today, the ministry incledes seven net-

works employing 72 Micaragean workérs
i 15 commumithes serving almast 540,000

peopie.

“Prople with money need (o be con-
cernied about the poor, If vouve got what
vou need, why would vou want a kot
more?” Juspers said. “There're 5o many
bibfical reforences o working with the
pror and helping the poor that i you
belicve in God and belicve the Bible, you
have to believe that's the way it is. Luke
1220, ays, To whom muoch B given
miich 5 expected.

Rainbow scts up comminiess for hous-
opment incach villige Local volunieers do
all the work 10 implement the progrms.

The mimdsiry purchases tracts of land
for 2530 new homes and provides the
training and supcrvision, bug
the people build them and
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mary health care. The
dociors mso camy mnedk
cine and chage a fow
cents for both the consul
ttion dnd the medicine.
(xher medical profes
siomals help the people
obitain chean, safe drinking
waiter and conduct cliss
o on basic health care.
Most of the schools in
Nicaragua arc  poorly
cquipped and don’t pro-
wide basic supplics such
as potebools amnd pen-
cils. The children are
poorly.  clothed  and
rarcly wear shocs,
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The Ralnbow Hetwork was ctaded to reduce poverty and help

chiidren in Wicaragua The organization provides clothing and
shoes for children and supples for schooks,

schools with books, pencils and note-
hooks, a5 well a8 clothing and shoes for
the chikiren, The onganizton ilsoe scis
up schools in churches and priviie
homes for children who
Tive pow i from the megulas

repay the cost of the land and T e0pie thith schools to atend. It
materials at the e of $5 w0 money need fo be opcrates about
%7 a month. To date, 435 new e abot 3500 of these schools with
homes have been completed an average dally atiendance
and about 110 more are now  fhe poor: [fyou've  of over 7,000,
under comstruction. ijmm High schools in Moargua
“Ihe homes are simple by are nof free, so Rambow
our siandards” sald HKyan H"!II’HWHJW provides itk and  sup-
Orwen, director of giving and minre?’ plies for over 1,500 high
communications for Rain- toaani a lot ! school swdents through
bow, “They are constructed sponsoes fpom the 115,
of concrete blocks with tle  —Kefth Jaspers,  he Rainbow Network
floors, but they keep the peo-  Rainbow Nelwork  Economic  Development
ple warm and dry and protect co-founder Frogram  helps  poor
thieir food” Mlicamguans by providing

for commerncial venieres such a8 mising
hogs or chickens. sewing, carpentry, hik-
ery prodhices, and vegetable gindons.

Each member of the bank is responsi
ble for the repayment of his or her loan
In adeition, the members of esch hank
agree to guarantes the loans of other
members. Loans are set up on a three- to
six-month repayment cycle, Most Bamilics
are able 1o redlize 3 100 percent relurn
on their loans during 3 loan cycle. Some
panticipate in WO of mMore loan cyches
wach year To hue, alxoad 3000 e
loans have beon madc,

Jaspers quotes the wonds of Jesus from
Matthew 25:45:° .. 1 tell you the truth,
whatever you did not do for the least of
these, you did mot do i for me”

“The Christian partnership work we
are doing cvery day — feeding the hun-
gry, buikding decent homes, healing the

of the seven neitworks in microdoans 0 assist them ino Starfing.  SCk, SO0CANE COIONGT SN0 YOG SOU0Es,
Nicamagua is staffcd with onc or rwo  small family businesses. About 2530 fame- creating family income — we do as our
“We began in 3 small dusty comer of  medical doctors who travel 10 esch vil- ﬂuhmmwﬂnﬂm:ﬂhdr«qm way of sharing Christ's passion for ‘the
Nicammm. Our vision was to reduce  lage on a regular schedule to provide pri- manity bank.” Each member of the bank  least of these’ in God's family?” he said.

did all the work and provided  Each
all the funds for the Network.



